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Rural communities

 Remote location

* Natural beauty

« Challenging terrain
« Wildlife

« Small communities
« Ageing populations
« Skills shortages

« Sparse infrastructure
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Have you ever been on a riding holiday before?

Yas, in the UK Yes, outside of Europe

Yes, elbewherz in Europe Yes, both in the
UK and elsewhere
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Are you a member of any of the following groups? Select as many as apply

British Horse Society

British Riding Clubs

British Dressage

British Showjumping

British Eventing

Endurance GB




How long would you take your horse on a riding holiday for?

_







How far would you travel to take your horse for a riding holiday?

Less than 100 miles 100-200 miles 200-300 miles More than 300 miles
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7

What facilities would you like included in a riding holiday? Select as many as apply.

Plannad nding routes with Eraakfast Evening meal Secure parking for
maps and instructions trailer’horsebox
Riding guide Luggage tansfar

Pre-bocked accommaodation



How far would you travel to go on a riding holiday?

Less than 100 miles 100-200 miles 200-300 miles More than 300 miles //




Which of the following activities would you want to take partinon a
riding holiday?

m Definitely
B Probably
I FProbably not
B Definitely not
. A

Selfguided trail Riding lessons on Meals out
nding, using prepared a bomowed horse
maps and routes
Guidad trail nding Riding lessons on Cross country jurmnping
your own horse




How long would you like to ride for per day on a riding holiday?
Less than 2 hours
|
34 hours

SO



What other facilities and attractions would be important to you when
considering a riding holiday in the UK?

Good restaurants
andfor pubs

Shopping

B Very important

B Cuite important

I Mot very important
B Mot important

Sight-seeing

Cultural activities,
such as theatre

Good transport links

B0 a0 100 120 140 160




Where would you look for information about riding holidays in the UK? Select as many
as apply.

Internet search

Social media,
such as Facebook

Horse and Hound

Horse Magazine

Horse and Rider Magazine

Local tourist
information services

Local riding schools

Other (please specify)

100

150

250
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The ‘countryside ideal’ is a mix of ideology, myth, image and lived experience. ‘Countryside’ is a very
English cultural construct (Bunce, 1994)

The antithesis of urban life — more simple, more idyllic, slower pace, somehow more ‘real’ (Roberts and
Hall, 2001)

Landscape and physical space and place are very important — underpin both place attachment and
satisfaction (Stedman, 2003)

The physical environment is transformed symbolically to reflect cultural and individual definitions and
meanings (Greider and Garkovich, 1994)

The way people see rural areas is of fundamental importance for the way they use rural areas (Butler
and Hall, 1998)

Use of rural areas and the ‘countryside’ is highly constrained by access regulations, codes (e.g. the
Country Code), development of established routes, ‘correct’ ways of behaving and using the
countryside (Edensor, 2000; Parker and Ravenscroft, 2001; Parker, 2006)

N N e T T T T T T

\

A\






///////////////////W////////////

» Informal interviews, focus groups, observation
» Leisure riders and ‘hacking’
« Key issues to emerge:

« Enjoyment of hacking and riding in the countryside
* Inexperience and lack of confidence with using routes, tracks and maps
« Tendency to stick to well-rehearsed, ‘safe’ options

» Semi-structured interviews
» 20 leisure riders

* 6 'key informants’

« Key research questions:

« How do riders understand and experience ‘the countryside’ when riding out on their horses?
« What factors affect this enjoyment?
* What factors influence their use of rural spaces?
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Romantic ideas about the countryside













This book:

- Uniquely draws together events management and
human-animal studies.

- Is formed from empirical research conducted by a
multinational team of events management and tourism
researchers.

- Uses a single, extended case study to explore a range

of themes and issues, both empirically and theoretically.

py

Humans, Horses and Events
Mcmagement

Edited by Katherine Dashper, Guéran Helgadbéttir, and Ingibjorg Siguréardottir
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https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/author/Sigur%C3%B0ard%C3%B3ttir,+Ingibj%C3%B6rg



https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/author/Sigur%C3%B0ard%C3%B3ttir,+Ingibj%C3%B6rg
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